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ABSTRACT 

Calibrating ocean color satellite instruments and validating their data products requires 
temporal and spatial abundances of high quality in situ oceanographic data. To this end, 
the Ocean Ecology Laboratory (OEL) maintains two entities that are engaged in field 
data collection and archival. First, the OEL houses a Field Support Group to collect in 
situ oceanographic measurements, execute laboratory analyses, revise community-vetted 
protocols for conducting these exercises, and host community training events. Second, 
the OEL maintains the SeaWiFS Bio-optical Archive and Storage System (SeaBASS) as 
the permanent archive for all in situ data collected under the auspices of the NASA 
Ocean Biology and Biogeochemistry Program (OBB; Dr. Paula Bontempi, Program 
Manager). This talk provides the OBB community and interested researchers then- 
annual update on both the Field Support Group and SeaBASS. 



